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STUDY TITLE:
      
PROTOCOL #:       
SPONSOR:       
The purpose of this pledge is to help you understand your duty regarding confidential information.  Every investigator or study staff member who is exposed to, receives, or has access to confidential information is required to maintain the confidentiality of that information.  The term “confidential information” includes any and all patient or research subject information in any form (oral, written or electronic), including health care information protected by Washington state and federal law.

1. To the extent that I have access to any confidential information, I agree to protect the confidentiality of the information to the degree required by Swedish Medical Center (SMC)/Swedish Research Center (SRC) policy, and state and federal law, including against either unauthorized access or inappropriate use or disclosure of any confidential information.  I will use any confidential information only as needed for the purposes of the project or activity named above and as approved by the Institutional Review Board.

2. I agree not to make use of, disseminate, disclose or in any way circulate any confidential information except as expressly permitted by this Confidentiality Pledge.  Confidential information may be published or otherwise disclosed in connection with the project or activity named above, only as described in the project or activity’s informed consent document approved by an Institutional Review Board (IRB) of SMC.  No disclosure may be made which permits identification of any individual patient or the patient's physician unless permitted by applicable law and approved by an IRB of SMC.  Confidential information may also be disclosed to other persons working on the project or activity named above who have signed a confidentiality pledge or agreement in connection with this project or activity.

3. I agree that reports or publications of research findings and conclusions will be made in a manner that does not permit identification of subjects.  Research reports and publications will not include photographs or visual representations contained in the subject’s records.

4. I agree not to disclose any computer password or otherwise provide access to confidential information to any unauthorized person.

5. If I seek access to electronic confidential information, I agree to sign such additional confidentiality pledges or agreements that may be required by SMC or SRC.

6. I agree to cooperate with SMC or SRC in efforts to protect confidential information.  I understand that SMC and SRC may conduct auditing or monitoring of access to confidential information.

7.
I agree to indemnify, defend and hold SMC/SRC harmless from any causes of action, claims, damages or liabilities arising or alleged to arise from my failure to comply with any of the provisions of this Confidentiality Pledge.

8.
I agree not to remove any confidential information from SMC/SRC.  I also agree to maintain appropriate procedures to ensure that confidential information remains confidential to the extent required by this Confidentiality Pledge and the approval of the Institutional Review Board.  

9.
I agree to destroy all individual identifiers contained in any confidential information which would serve to identify a patient or physician as soon as the purposes of the research for which I have been given access to the confidential information have been accomplished.

10.
I agree to comply with all applicable laws and regulations regarding the confidentiality of individually identifiable health care information, including, without limitation, the Washington version of the Uniform Health Care Information Act, RCW Chapter 70.03, and the applicable provisions of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996.

Signature: 








 Date: 
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Title:       
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